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against "putschists"; in Prussia, where the inability of the Right
parties to agree on a government had left the old ministry in
power, they proceeded to do what they could to embarrass the
new cabinet, If Papen had thought of a national concentration to
include the Centrists, he was definitely disappointed. He would
now have to rely entirely on a concentration of the Right and
that was precisely what he could not rely on, because it was very
obvious to one strong section of the National Socialist party that,
if the party were identified in the public mind with a reactionary
Junker cabinet, and the issue became not one of National Socialism
versus the Red peril but of the nation against the oligarchs, they
would either have to side against the oligarchs or lose votes. The
debut of the new regime had therefore been anything but happy,
and all parties waited anxiously for the elections. Hindenburg, at
Neudeck, on the other hand, walking its policies, was perfectly
happy; accusations of treachery did not trouble him; it is no
treachery at all for a commander-in-chief to change his col-
laborators.
The election had been fixed for July 31, but it was clear that
the cabinet could not stay idle till then. It proceeded to leave
the nation in no doubt of what it meant by national concentration.
The decrees against assembly and checking freedom of speech
were considerably modified to the advantage of the Hitlerites,
but the full force of the law was used against the Communists.
It issued peremptory instructions to the National Socialist
speaker of the Prussian parliament to proceed to the formation
of a government corresponding to the composition of the house
but to no purpose. It sharply warned the Bavarian—a Centrist
—government against obstructionism and interference with the
Storm Troopers—again without success. It produced a draft
budget in which the war veterans were mulcted of nothing, which
reasoned against any increase in direct taxation but reimposed
the salt tax and which cut down the expenditure on the social
services much more drastically than Bruening had done> until it
was at the 1927 level—in short, a good class budget which it
put into force by decree.
Meantime the election campaign had begun and was being

